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In a society where artists are glorified for being gunned 
down, women are admired for wearing fewer clothes, 
and children are quoting lyrics to songs that should be 
deemed Rated X, how do you spell relief? B- L- A- Z- E! 

At the heart of this film is a desire to expose the “Other 
Side of Hip-Hop”.  Candid interviews, music video clips, 
and concert performances, all blend to create this 
smoothie of acidic relief.

Evident in this year’s films were quality stories that entertained 
and informed:

- Maurice Lynch’s Blaze: The Truth through Hip Hop documents 
the truth as seen by faith-based Hip-Hop artists around the nation. 
Among artists featured, many exchanged a life on the streets filled 
with crime, violence, and waywardness for peace of mind, family, and service to others. The film 
depicts artists who rap about a “positive reality,” which says life can be good if you know and 
follow the truth.
Isha Edwards, Atlanta Hip-Hop Film Festival

“…Groundbreaking Work” –
Rhonda, Black Arts Alliance.org

FILM REVIEW
“Honoring the past…envisioning the future,”
was the theme for this year’s Atlanta Hip Hop 
Film Festival (AHHFF). In addition to 
acknowledging the contribution of Hip-Hop 
film trailblazers, this year’s festival featured 
extraordinary creative works as well as a 
healthy mix of networking, education, and 
entertainment.
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Maurice D. Lynch is a graduate of Specs Howard 
School of Broadcast Arts in Southfield, MI where 
he obtained a Video Production degree. While in 

corporate America, he held prestigious 
Audio/Visual Management positions. He also 

helped produced various Television programs for 
companies such as Ford and Comcast Cable. As a 

result, he has been in the field of Video 
Production for over 8 years.

Pursuing his lifelong dream of becoming a 
screenwriter and producer, Maurice began 

writing screenplays at the age of 16. Since then he 
has written over 8 screenplays, and produced 
several television programs. In the summer of 

2006, he completed his first full-length featured 
film entitled “Blaze: The Truth Through Hip-

Hop”.  

In the continuous aim to produce a high standard 

of feature-length, commercial independent films, 
Maurice launched Righteous Entertainment. R.E. 

is the premier production company specializing in 
writing and producing quality films that are pure 
entertainment for all. Focused on producing 

family oriented films, Righteous Entertainment 
feeds the hunger of a fading genre.

In addition to his passion for films, Maurice’s heart 
desire is to see Positive Hip Hop artist eating off 

of their gift and spreading their messages through 
their music.  He wants to see Positive Hip Hop 

videos in heavy rotation online and on major 
music television stations. “We have little bleeps on 

the radar but I don't think we've really 
penetrated the market enough to make the 
impact we need to make to uplift our society.”

Driven by this desire, Maurice is known for his 

weekly blog giving exposure to the “Other Side of 
Hip Hop”.  Entitled “Dope Artists of the Week”, 

the blog promotes artists who present messages in 
their music in contradiction to the negative 
aspects currently portrayed in Hip Hop today.  

He also co-hosts a weekly radio show entitled 
“RessurWreck Radio”, which also interviews and 

promotes positive Hip Hop artists.

"I firmly believe that each one should use 

whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God's grace in its various 

forms." says Maurice. Therefore, extended beyond 
his service in the film community, Maurice also 

volunteers at his church, and in his community.

Maurice D. Lynch
Screenwriter, Producer, Entrepreneur

Biography
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We asked Maurice why did he make 
the film:

After being blown away by how advanced 
positive Hip Hop has come, I soon realized 
that the music is not available via 
mainstream television, radio, or music stores. I 
wanted to use the medium of film to bring 
more exposure to this underground 
movement, that could allow the artists the 
opportunity to live off record sales. 

What is the central theme of the film?

The theme of this film is to expose why 
positive Hip Hop is given very little airplay.   
We also touch on the motivation behind the 
artists who choose to produce music in this 
genre.  Finally, we also discern the difference 
between this style of Hip Hop and what is 
delivered via mainstream media.

How were you first introduced to the 
positive Hip Hop?

I was exposed to the other side of Hip Hop 
the summer of 2005.  I received an email 
blast from an online radio station called Holy 
Culture Radio. I admit initially I kept deleting 
the email.  However, one day I clicked on the 
link, and  was exposed to another side of hip 
hop that I did not know existed.  After that I 
was hooked for life!

How can this film or music contribute to 
the lives of ordinary people?

As a filmmaker you aim to touch the heart of 
the viewer.  Documentaries are meant to 
educate the general public on a given 
subject.  Add a hot soundtrack, and you have 
a combination that will drive the viewer to 
buy the music they heard in the film.  
Consumer purchases demonstrate an interest 
and therefore capture the attention of 
mainstream media outlets.  Those outlets 
should in turn, give the positive side of Hip 
Hop more airplay.  Thereby changing the 
reputation of Hip Hop and of those engulfed 
in it’s culture.  

What was the most enlightening point 
you learned while filming?

The positive response I received from people 
when I expressed my desire to bring this side 
of Hip Hop to the forefront.  Hip Hop in 
general is going on a downward slope and 
people are craving for something new and 
fresh to the ears.  

Will you make other films?

Of course!  As long as film and Hip Hop exists 
on this earth, I’ll have a career.  The next film 
will be a scripted film.  I can’t disclose what 
it’ll be about because the subject matter is so 
awesome that I don’t want anybody to take 
my ideas.  Everyone  will know about it when 
it hits the streets!

Director’s Comments:
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The Effects of the Film : Detroit Youthville – Youth Development Center

Youth and Adults begin to file into the 300 
seat auditorium.  It doesn’t take long to 
realize there are not enough seats for the 
number of people interested in seeing the 
film.  Righteous Entertainment is hosting the 
debut of Blaze:  The Truth Through Hip Hop 
to an audience of inner city youth.  Word has 
gotten out about the groundbreaking film 
through the local Hip Hop Radio Station.  
Adults begin to enter the auditorium and 
decide to stand along the back walls to allow 
the youth to sit in the seats. Dornique 
Jefferson, a producer of the film, steps forth to 
start the show, requesting our honest opinion 
in the end.  Blaze now begins.

Watching the crowd you realize some of the 
younger kids from the local elementary and 
junior high schools can not relate to the topics 
discussed in the interviews.  However, the 
moment a music video plays, they are all 
ears.

On the other hand, the youth in high school 
and the adults are at full attention.  As the 
music plays, they bob their heads to the 
beats.  As the interviews commence, they nod 
in agreement as some of their favorite “Old 
School” rap artists are named by the cast.  

General reception of the film is pretty good, 
despite preconceived notions.  It becomes 
even more evident as the film concludes and 

the audience claps in approval.  

Immediately following the film is a panel 
discussion with some of the artists and radio 
personalities.  The youth are encouraged to 
ask and answer questions by the free CD 
giveaways donated by the artists.  The panel 
discussion dives into topics such as:  Why do 
you enjoy the music you listen to?  When 
listening to your choice of music, do you 
relate to the lyrics of the songs?  How do 
those lyrics make or match how you feel?  
What were your thoughts about the music 
you heard in the film?  Would you purchase 
this music if you knew where to get it?

In the end, the youth really examined their 
choice of music and lifestyle.  The director 
Maurice Lynch along with Dornique, then 
challenged the youth to make a decision to 
change their lives for the better.  They 
encouraged the youth to purchase music that 
would be inspiring and uplifting.  They even 
encouraged the youth to get connected with 
a local church that would teach them how to 
live a life without sex, drug, and alcohol, 
which is commonly found in the music of their 
choice.  Many of the youth responded 
positively by lifting their hands to express 
their decisions to make life changes for the 
better.  The atmosphere was very positive 
and uplifting and a good time was had by 
all.

JB- Urban Gospel News, Detroit
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As many people know, Hip Hop has been 
around for a very long time. A 
documentary on it was made and 
showcased at my second home; YouthVille. 
Through the documentary, Blaze: The 
Truth Through Hip Hop, I saw many 
interviews that interested me. I was truly 
thrilled with the music selections that they 
chose for us to listen to while we watched 
the amazing documentary. While 
watching, I was drawn in by the personal 
interviews on Hip Hop, and how it has 
affected different people’s lives. It really 
made me think about  how one (1) thing 
could affect people in so many different 
ways. I realized through the interviews 
that Hip Hop is not just music for some 
people; it’s their lives. A huge percentage  

of African American people 
listen to Hip Hop and it’s truly 
a part of their lives because 
they tell stories of experiences  
they have gone  through. It  
made me think  about what  
artists  these days were instilling 
in our minds. I just want my 
readers to take  a second and 
think!

(About  Hip Hop as a whole) 

YouthVille News Team 

Member: William Moore 

William Moore (writer / reporter) 14, will 
be a freshman at Cass Technical High 
School in the fall. He enjoys interviewing 
because he learns a lot of things about 
the person he is interviewing. William 
would like to be an Actor & Author in the 
near future. 

Straight from the Mouth of the Youth: YouthVille News Team

A Righteous Entertainment Production                            www.RighteousEnt.com



"Blaze the Truth through Hip Hop" is an 
excellent documentary that serves dual 
purpose. While educating the Church at a 
time when it recognizes the need to reach this 
generation, it also provides healthy Hip Hop 
to an unhealthy culture in need of the 
"Physician."

Shine -RessurWreck Radio

“Blaze: The Truth through Hip Hop  is an 
excellent teaching tool to be used by youth 
leaders, church pastors, etc. to explain to 
young people the dangers of Hip Hop 
music . Lets face it most of us as pastors need 
to be enlighten so we can share with our 
congregation. Thank you Righteous 
Entertainment for giving us such a tool.”

Pastors Scott & Evelyn Taylor

Good News Global Ministries

Tampa, FL

"I think society has some responsibility to give 
kids some alternatives to the glamorized 
view of drugs they see in this music (Hip hop). 
There are solutions that go beyond the family 
and home, and a lot rests with us as an 
American society in general.”

Denise Herd – University of California, 
Berkeley

“Blaze: The Truth Through Hip Hop, shines 
God’s Light on the Hip Hop music industry! 
This documentary must be embraced by all 
mature Christians to bring the harvest to 
Christ! God’s grace and favor is all over this 
documentary and everyone associated with
it. This anointing is the move of God, and I’m 
a firm believer in tapping into the move of 
God!”
Leon Carter -CL3 Promotions, LLC and 
Adullam House Records

Data from the "Black Youth 

Project'' indicated that while 58 

percent of blacks between ages 15 

and 25 listen to Hip Hop daily, 

most are dissatisfied with it. They 

find the subject matter is too 

violent, and women too often 

portrayed in offensive ways.

San Jose Mercury News

“At some point I got wind of the fact that these 
kids are really directly influenced from the stuff 
that’s negative. … That’s when it became a 
mission for me as an artist to try and make 
music appealing but make it so that you can 
grow from it and plant some seeds of 
nourishment and not just poison.”
Chicago-area rapper Simeon Viltz

“Nas in his song ‘Hip Hop Is Dead’, realized sex, 
violence and bling, as themes for the music, had 
pretty much run their course.”
Davey D, San Jose Mercury News 

What Are the People Saying
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Featured Publications, Interviews, & Events:

Publications:

• Keeping Family First – Parenting Magazine
• Urban Life News – Teen Virtual Magazine
• Battle Creek Enquirer
• Michigan Chronicle
• Detroit Free Press
• The Hip Hop Cosign

Interviews:

• WHTD – Hot 102.7, Detroit

• WGPR 107.5 The Rhythm

• WCHB 1200, Detroit
• RessurWreck Radio Online

Events:

Wilmington’s Cine Noir Film Festival
Sponsored by the Black Arts Alliance
The Sixth Annual Cine Noir: A Festival of Black 
Film will be held March 15-18, 2007, at 
Cameron Art Museum in Wilmington, NC.

The four-day jury and invitational festival 
showcases the works of more than 20 
filmmakers.
Friday, March 16, 2007 7pm
"Blaze: The Truth Through Hip Hop" 90m
Emcees from all over are rippin' the mic and 
reppin' Christ at the same time in this 
documentary that exposes the underground 
world of holy hip hop.

5th Annual h20 HIP HOP Odyssey 
International Film Festival
H2O International Film Festival: May 31, 2007 –
June 15, 2007 
As the largest Hip-Hop film festival in the 
world, the H2O [Hip-Hop Odyssey] 
International Film Festival provides a platform 
for filmmakers to showcase and define the 
variety of images that depict Hip-Hop culture 
and its communities. 
This year's theme “THE WORLD IS YOURS?”
highlights the Hip-Hop community of the 
early/mid 90's; a time when youth in the 
community began demanding money, power, 
and respect.
For more info visit www.h2oiff.org

3rd Annual Atlanta Hiphop Film 
Festival
Atlanta HipHop Film Festival: August 24-26, 
2007 
Creative Circle Entertainment is proud to 
present our 3rd Annual Atlanta HipHop Film 
Festival. This is a three-day festival consisting 
of an Opening Gala, Panel Discussions, 
Workshops, Special Events, Film Screenings; 
showcasing filmmakers from around the 
globe and a star studded Awards Ceremony. 
The festival will focus on hiphop genre films 
and hiphop artists that have made a 
successful transition into the world of acting. 
For more info visit 
www.atlhiphopfilmfest.com



Featured Publications, Interviews, & Events:

Panel Discussions:

Hip Hop the Voice of a Prophetic 
Generation – Detroit

September 30, 2006
12PM TO 2PM - Wayne State University

PANELISTS INCLUDE:
• Obie Trice (Shady Records) 
• Adam Graham (Detroit News)
• Gjene Evans (office of Mayor Kwame 

Kilpatrick)
• Nick speed (C0-CEO Libido Sounds/In-

House Producer G-Unit Records)
• DJ DDT (Mr. Porter Productions/Runyon 

Avenue Records/WJLB FM 98) 
• Trick Trick (Universal/Motown Records)
• Terry Wilson (1 Sound Management) 
• Money Mic (detroithiphop.Com)
• Sean Anthony (Radio Personality/ Actor/ 

Motivational speaker)
• Dr. Ralph Watkins (Fuller Theological 

Seminary) 
• Instructor Howard Starks (Lecturer)
• G. Propane (Above the Line Consulting)
• D. Miller (Montaj)
• Maurice D. Lynch (Screenwriter / 

Producer)

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Alpha Phi Alpha
Hip Hop Congress
Project Art

Life and Death in the Power of the 
Tongue - NYU
Saturday, November 11, 2006
11AM to 1PM- NYU Cantor Film Center

A Prophetic Generation joins forces with Hip 
Hop heavy-hitters to examine the connection 
between Hip Hop and the Prophetic.. The 
organization is working to educate this 
generation in the prophetic - the power of the 
spoken word - and equipping them to use it in 
every area of their lives  including the area of 
finance. AllHipHop.com, Hot 97 and XXL 
Magazine are sponsoring the series, in 
collaboration with the Harambe Alliance at 
New York University and the NYU Office of 
Student Activities. MTV Networks, Shade 45 
Sirius Satellite Radio and Violator Records 
Management all have representatives on the 
panel; along with Universal Motown Recording 
Artist Trick Trick (Welcome 2 Detroit featuring 
Eminem), Shady Records Recording Artist Swifty
McVay of D12 and Maurice Lynch (Film Director 
– Blaze: The Truth Through Hip Hop)
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Righteous Entertainment and The 
Salvation Army Get Fired Up at the 
Ribs ‘n’ Soul Fest

Clothing Drive partnership will ignite youth 
with positive musical messages

DETROIT (July 4, 2008)--The barbecue sauce 
isn't all that's hot at the Ribs N Soul Fest this 
year! 

Righteous Entertainment is partnering with 
The Salvation Army to host a clothing drive 
celebrating the DVD launch of "Blaze: The 
Truth Through Hip Hop.“ On Sunday August 
3rd from 2pm-5pm, The Salvation Army 
Donation Truck will be accepting household 
goods and clean men's, women's and 
children's clothing at the entrance to Hart 
Plaza during the Ribs N Soul Fest. "We felt 
The Salvation Army would be the perfect 
partner to reflect the theme of positivity that 
people will experience when they see "Blaze," 
said Dornique A. Lynch of Righteous  
Entertainment. Fresh from the Hip Hop film 
circuit, "Blaze" has been lauded by 
representatives from BET and MTV for 
presenting a look at a genre of Hip Hop
that is oft-overlooked, but gaining 
momentum. The documentary presents a
behind-the-scenes look at Hip Hop artists 
who leave sex, drugs and violence out
of their music. Instead, they lay positive and 
truthful lyrics atop the style of music
that youth today love to hear.

As an added bonus to the official launch, The 
Salvation Army ARC singers will present a 
concert at 3pm along with positive Hip Hop 
artists. Available for sale at the promotional 
tent will be the "Blaze" DVD, CDs from 
positive Hip Hop artists and t-shirts. The first 
100 donators will receive free gift bags as a 
token of Righteous Entertainment's 
appreciation.

About Righteous Entertainment
(Information previously included.)

About The Salvation Army
For over 100 years, The Salvation Army Adult 
Rehabilitation Centers have provided in-
residence rehabilitation programs to people 
with a variety of social and spiritual 
afflictions. The Salvation Army provides 
program participants with a clean and 
healthy living environment, food, work, 
counseling and spiritual direction to renew 
life skills and develop a spiritual awakening. 

About the Ribs N Soul Fest
In its 13th year, the Ribs N Soul Fest is bigger 
than ever. Hosting an average of 125,000 
attendees, it is one of the premier summer 
events in downtown Detroit. From its home in 
Hart Plaza, the festival features 
performances, a Kids Zone, a Health Expo, a 
Classic Car Show and Cruise, and of course--

ribs!  

Featured Publications, Interviews, & Events:
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Righteous Entertainment and 
Vanguard CDC Roll Out the Red Carpet 
Detroit Style for Arise Detroit 
Neighborhoods Day!

Movie Screening and Clothing Drive will 
support youth in homeless shelters

DETROIT (July 23, 2008)- Hollywood is 
coming to Detroit!

Righteous Entertainment is partnering with 
The Vanguard CDC to host a clothing drive in 
celebration of the launch of its DVD "Blaze: 
The Truth Through Hip Hop."

On Saturday August 2nd from 5pm-9pm, 
Righteous Entertainment will be accepting 
new and gently used clothing at the 
Vanguard Community Development 
Corporation at 2785 E. Grand Blvd. The 
donations would be collected in lieu of an 
entrance fee to the movie screening and 
reception with Ralph Scott an executive from 
BET-J and the founders of Righteous 
Entertainment. “We felt the Vanguard CDC 
would be the perfect partner to reach the 
youth and inspire them to create positive and 
uplifting films similar to "Blaze," said Nicki
Lynch of Righteous Entertainment. “This also 
gives us the opportunity to support youth in 
homeless shelters. Donations will help a lot of 
youth and families during this tough 
economy, especially those returning to school 
in the fall," continues Lynch. 

Fresh from the Hip Hop film circuit, "Blaze" 
has been lauded by representatives from BET 
and MTV for presenting a look at a genre of 
Hip Hop that is oft-overlooked, but gaining 
momentum. The documentary presents a 
behind-the-scenes look at Hip Hop artists 
who leave sex, drugs and violence out of their 
music. Instead, they lay positive and truthful 
lyrics atop the style of music that youth today 
love to hear. 

As an added bonus to the screening, light 
refreshments will be served, along with live 
entertainment. Available for sale at the 
event will be the "Blaze" DVD, CDs from 
positive Hip Hop artists and t-shirts. 

About the Vanguard CDC
Putting vision to action, Vanguard attempts 
to improve the total quality of life in the 
Detroit, and surrounding communities by 
embracing technology as a resource, creating 
high quality educational opportunities, 
offering continued residential and 
commercial development, dedication to 
positive youth development, raising social 
consciousness and instilling an entrepreneurial 
spirit in youth. Partnered with the Creation 
Station, they are launching a computer 
generated imaging design program for youth 
in October 2008 to teach youth to become 
creators of media and not just consumers.

Featured Publications, Interviews, & Events:
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Producer

Dornique Lynch
Driven by her desire to help youth and 
entrepreneurs fulfill their dreams,  Dornique 
founded Advancing Business Technologies, 
LLC (AdvBT.com), a web design and 
multimedia firm.  She has over 15 years of 
Internet technology experience. She also holds 
a degree in computer information systems 
with a concentration in marketing 
advertising from Georgia State University.

In 2003, Dornique retired from corporate 
America to manage AdvBT fulltime.  She  
along with her husband Maurice, co-founded 
Righteous Entertainment.

In the continuous aim to produce a high 
standard of feature-length, commercial 
independent films, Maurice and Dornique 
completed their first full-length featured film 
entitled “Blaze: The Truth Through Hip-Hop”.  
Focused on exposing the other side of Hip 
Hop, this film explores the underground 
genre and speaks life into all its viewers.

Editor

Tony Luckett
Tony is the leader of the production company 
called AutoFocus Unlimited.  Their goal is to 
produce quality films, documentaries, 
commercials, music videos, and television 
programs that are spiritual and provocative 
creating strong stories and producing visual 
masterpieces utilizing local talent.  His first 
film, Beautiful, was featured at the 11th 
Annual Pan African Film Festival in Las 
Angeles, CA.  

Tony has written various projects and 
numerous screenplays, both short and full 
length features.  Personal favorites include:  
Rule of Thirds, Images Remain, Where Angels 
Fear, and Jazzman’s Blues. His talents include 
writing, directing, editing, cinematography, 
and various other production positions.  One 
of his favorite editing projects was Blaze, an 
insightful documentary about Positive Hip 
Hop.

Tony is currently teaching Television 
Production and Advanced Media Production 
at University of Michigan-Dearborn, as well 
as, Radio/Television/Video Broadcasting and 
Public Speaking at Macomb Community 
College.  He has also taught Media Courses at 
Rochester College including Film 
Appreciation and Media Theory, and 
Communication Basics.
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Producer

Jillian Blackwell
Jillian L. Blackwell is the founder of 4 LIFE 
Productions LLC and Urban Gospel News (an 
online magazine) and Urban Gospel Promo
organizations dedicated to helping people 
take HIS light beyond the 4 walls of the 
church. She is also the Coordinator for 
National Day of Prayer Detroit and serves 
as the Youth Editor for Purpose Magazine
as well as a contributing writer for Keeping 
Family First an online magazine.

Jillian has a passion for young people and has 
demonstrated this through her years of 
service with the G Phi G Youth department 
and children’s ministry at Word of Faith 
International Christian Center. She is also a 
volunteer at the Reggie McKenzie 
Foundation.

Composer

Ron-O (O-Ski Beatz)
– myspace.com/oskibeatz

Music Score: (In sequence heard)

• Danny Class

– "Now & Then“

• Crossmovement

– "When I Flow“

• Just.Live

– "More Than Music“

• Urban D. featuring KJ52

– "Go Together Like“

• Todd Bangz

– "Mercy“

• R-Swift 

– "I Pray“

• PK's 4 Life

– "The Alter Call"
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Cast & Featured Artists

• AON 
– myspace.com/theyuinon

• Cross Movement
– www.crossmovementrecords.com

• Cypha International
– myspace.com/thecyphacrew

• Danny Class
– myspace.com/dannyclass

• Just Live
– myspace.com/justlivehiphop

• Kiwi
– myspace.com/kiwionline

• KJ52 
– myspace.com/kj52

• Mahogany Jones
– myspace.com/mahoganyjonz

• Nova 4 Jehovah
– myspace.com/nova4jehovah

• PK's 4 Life 

– myspace.com/pks4life

• Platinum Souls
– myspace.com/platinumsouls

• The Remnant
– myspace.com/remnantmusic

• Sivion
– myspace.com/sivion

• Todd Bangz
– myspace.com/toddbangz

• Urban D
– myspace.com/urband813

• DJ Nonchalant
– myspace.com/djnonchalant77

• DJ SOS
– fpdj.com

• RSwift
– myspace.com/rswift81

• Sean Anthony (Radio Personality)
– myspace.com/seananthony1027 
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